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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God of the universe, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all 
with great responsibility in this House 
for the leadership of our Nation. 

As the Members disperse to their var-
ious districts and our Nation enters a 
week which celebrates Memorial Day, 
may we all retreat from the busyness 
of life to remember our citizen ances-
tors who served our Nation in the 
armed services. 

Grant that their sacrifice of self, and 
for so many, of life, would inspire all of 
America’s citizens to step forward, in 
whatever their path of life, to make a 
positive contribution to the strength of 
our democracy. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within these hal-
lowed halls be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. POMPEO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. POMPEO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

AMERICA’S VETERANS DESERVE 
QUALITY HEALTH CARE 

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, what is 
taking place today in America’s Vet-
erans Administration may be the most 
egregious case of friendly fire in the 
history of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

This harm to our veterans from our 
team is coming not from firearms, but 
from an enormous bureaucracy that is 
incapable of dealing with providing 
health care to our Nation’s warriors. It 
is unacceptable. 

Words alone, Mr. President, I have to 
say, are not enough. We need action, 
not anger. We need results. We need de-
livery of health care to our warriors 
now, and whether that health care 
comes from inside the Veterans Admin-
istration or from outside, we need to 
get folks off our waiting lists, out of 
lines, and in to see doctors and folks 
who are prepared to take care of them. 

The sacrifices these men and women 
made are enormous. As a veteran, I 
certainly understand that. 

As a Member of Congress, I under-
stand that it is my responsibility to 
make sure we fix this challenge, this 
bureaucratic mess that our Nation has 
put these veterans in now for years and 
years. 

As we approach Memorial Day, we 
need to all take this seriously. I would 
urge this House to continue to work to 
perform its function of oversight and 

to correct this most egregious situa-
tion and get these veterans the care 
that they need. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
AMODEI). Members are reminded to di-
rect their remarks to the Chair. 

f 

BRING BACK OUR GIRLS 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with great concern for the safety 
of over 200 kidnapped Nigerian girls 
that I urge my colleagues to vote for 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act. 

This bill includes an en bloc amend-
ment I offered requiring the Depart-
ment of Defense, in consultation with 
the Department of State, to report on 
the efforts to assist in the search and 
rescue of the young women who were 
abducted in Nigeria last month. 

There is more that our government 
can do to address the threat that Boko 
Haram poses to international security. 
By Congress knowing more about this 
terrorist group, their movements, the 
safety of the girls, and what the U.S. 
and Nigerian Governments can do to 
protect these girls and others like 
them, we will be in a better position to 
end Boko Haram’s reign of terror. 

Families weep in Nigeria. The global 
community holds vigil for these chil-
dren. 

I thank the chairman for including 
my amendment in the en bloc package 
and urge my colleagues to vote to help 
‘‘bring back our girls.’’ 

In regard to Memorial Day, I want to 
thank those who gave up their tomor-
row, so we could have today. 

f 

JOB WELL DONE 

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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